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“To al-Masjid al-Aqgsa, whose surroundings We have blessed”
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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH,
THE MOST GRACIOUS,
THE MOST MERCIFUL

O Allah send your prayers, peace and blessings upon our Master,
Muhammad, his family, his Companions and those who follow
them with excellence till the Day of Judgement.
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“Glory be to the One Who took His servant by night from
al-Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah) to al-Masjid al-Aqgsa
(in Al-Quds), whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him some

of Our signs. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 17:1]
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The Messenger of Allah #£ said,

“And what an amazing place of worship it is!”

[Al-Hakim]
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INTENTION

The following intention was penned by the illustrious scholar of Tarim,
Hadramaut in Yemen, Imam Sayyid ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Alawi al-Haddad (1634-1720),

may Allah have mercy upon him:
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In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. And may Allah shower salutations and greetings
upon our master Muhammad and upon his family and companions. I intend to study and teach.
To take and give a reminder. To take and give benefit. To take and give advantage. To encourage
the holding fast to the book of Allah and the way of His Messenger, may Allah shower salutations
and greetings upon him. Calling to guidance and directing towards good. Hoping for the countenance
of Allah and His pleasure, proximity and reward, Glorified and blessed be He. Amin!

he intention for compiling this
T Hadith collection on the nu-

merous virtues of the Blessed
al-Masjid al-Agsa in the holy city of al-Quds
and its people is to first and foremostly please

42 and His Beloved Messenger #&.
We hope to do this by raising the awareness
amongst ourselves and people at large of

their weighty rank and status in the Muslim

@ 5o to contents page

Ummah in the light of the Noble Qur’an and
sayings of our beloved Prophet #£. We pray
that Allah 4

endeavour and overlooks our shortcomings,

accepts this small and humble

Amin!
Syed Yasrab Daud Shah,
Director of Fundraising Muslim Hands
Jumadal-Akhirah 1442
February 2021
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INTRODUCTION

The Blessed al-Masjid al-Agsa literally means ‘the Furthest Masjid’ but also carries the connotations

of being far removed and distant from sins. It is also referred to in Hadith literature as Bait al-Maqdis
or al-Bait al-Mugaddas, ‘the Holy House’, which scholars indicate has the spiritual meaning of a place
of purification of sins in al-Ard al-Muqgaddasah, ‘the Holy Land’ [The Noble Qur’an, 5:21].

It is the only Masjid mentioned by name in the Noble Qur’an [17:1] besides the Ka‘bah, which is also
referred to al-Masjid al-Haram, ‘the Sacred Masjid’. It is the first Qiblah (prayer direction) for Mus-
lims and is the second oldest Masjid on planet Earth after the Ka‘bah. It represents the destination of
the Prophet’s #& miraculous Night Journey (al-Isra’) from Makkah to ‘the Holy’ city of al-Quds (Jeru-
salem, which in Arabic carries the meaning of ‘the neighbourhood or abode of peace’) and the place
of his heavenly ascent (al-‘Mi‘raj). It is also believed that our actions and souls ascend from this point
and that it is the divine gateway from Earth into the heavens.

Al-Masjid al-Agsa is the only place on Earth where all the Messengers and Prophets, peace be upon them
all gathered and then prayed behind their beloved Imam, the Prophet Muhammad:&. It is placed in the
heart of Sham, a land that Allah % refers to as a place that “We have blessed”. It is highly respected

and revered by all three Abrahamic faiths as alluded to by Allah#£ Himself in the following ayah:
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“Then We delivered him (Ibrahim <xk)), along with (his nephew) Lot [ 5xk)],
(from ‘Iraq) to the land (al-Quds) that We have blessed for all people.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 21:71]
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It is a sacred place of revelations, miracles and blessings throughout human history and countless

Prophets and Messengers, peace be upon them all, lived and are buried there.

We pray that Allah 4& gives us the ability to truly appreciate this place and its noble people in

accordance with the following beautiful ayah:
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“That [is so]. And whoever honours the symbols of Allah
— for indeed, it is from the piety of hearts.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 22:32]
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On the authority of Abt Dharr <« who said,
‘I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, which masjid was built first?” He said,

“The Sacred Masjid (al-Masjid al-Haram in Makkah).” I said, ‘And then which one?’ He said,
“And then the Furthest Masjid (al-Masjid al-Aqsa in al-Quds)'.” I said, ‘What was the period
between them?’ He said, “Forty (years).” He then said, “Wherever the time for the prayer
comes upon you, then pray, for the earth is a place of prostration (masjid) for you.””

[Al-Bukhari]

! The Prophet 4 was miraculously taken from the Sacred Masjid referred to as the Ancient House (al-Bait ‘al-Atiq — please see The
Noble Qur’an, 22:29 and 33) in Makkah to al-Masjid al-Aqsa referred to as the Holy House (Bait al-Maqdis) in al-Quds (Jerusalem).
Then thereafter into the heavens on al-Isra’ wal-Mir*aj, the Night Journey and Ascension. This took place approximately one year
before his migration to al-Madinah and the dominant opinion is that this was on 27th Rajab according to Imam an-Nawawi (RH).
This is famously recounted in the following ayah:
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“Glory be to the One Who took His servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah) to Masjid al-Aqsa (in Al-Quds),
whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him some of Our signs. Indeed, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.”
[The Noble Qur’an, 17:1]
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On the authority of Ma‘qil ibn Abi Ma‘qil al-Asadi <« who said,

“The Messenger of Allah #& forbade us from facing the two Qiblahs
at the time of urination or excretion.’

[Abu Dawud]
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On the authority of Abu Ishaq« who said, ‘I heard al-Bara’«4 say,

‘We prayed with the Messenger of Allah % towards Bait al-Maqdis® for sixteen months or
seventeen months. Then we were made to change (our direction) towards the Ka‘bah.’’

[Muslim]

2 When the Messenger of Allah # was in Makkah before the migration to al-Madinah, he would put the Ka‘bah in front of him when he
prayed towards the Blessed al-Masjid al-Aqgsa to the north. It is believed that he prayed behind the southern corner of the Ka‘bah, which
is called ar-Rukn al-Yamani (the Yemeni corner). This is alluded to in the following Hadith:

On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them who said,

‘The Prophet % used to pray, while he was in Makkah, towards Bait al-Maqdis, putting the Ka‘bah in front of him.
He stayed [praying towards Bait al-Maqdis] after his migration for 16 months, then he was turned [by Allah] towards the Ka‘bah.’

[Ahmad]

However, when he migrated to al-Madinah to the north of Makkah, he was unable to do this so Allah#5 changed the Qiblah for His
Beloved Messenger 4.

o go to contents page 13
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On the authority of al-Bara’« who said,

‘We prayed with the Messenger of Allah #: facing towards Bait al-Maqdis (al-Masjid al-Aqsa)
for eighteen months, then the Qiblah (prayer direction) was changed to the Ka’bah two months
after the Prophet # entered al-Madinah. When the Messenger of Allah#z prayed towards
Bait al-Maqdis, he would often lift his face towards the sky, and Allah knew what was in the
heart of His Prophet#& and that he longed to face the Ka’bah [during prayer]. Jibril [5&E)]
appeared (in the sky), and the Messenger of Allah #& started watching him as he was descending

between the sky and the earth, waiting to see what he would bring. Then Allah revealed the words,

‘Verily, We have seen the turning of your face towards the sky. [Surely, We shall turn you to a
Qiblah that shall please you, so turn your face in the direction of al-Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah).
And wherever you people are, turn your faces (during prayer) in that direction].’

[The Noble Qur’an, 2:144]

Then someone came to us and said, ‘The Qiblah has been changed to the Ka’bah.” We had
performed two Rak’ahs (units of prayer) facing towards Bait al-Maqdis while we were bowing.
So, we turned around, and we continued our prayer. Then the Messenger of Allah# said,
“0 Jibril! What about our prayer facing towards Bait al-Maqdis?”

Then Allah revealed the words,

‘... And Allah would never make your faith to be lost...”’
[The Noble Qur’an, 2:143]

[Ibn Majah]

o go to contents page 15
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On the authority of Abu Sa‘id al-Khudri« that the Prophet £ said,

“Indeed, I have a Basin, (as large as the distance) between the Ka’bah and Bait al-Maqdis’.
(It is) white like milk, and its vessels are the number of the stars. Indeed, I will surely
be the Prophet with the most followers on the Day of Resurrection.”

[Ibn Majah]

3 The travelling distance between the Ka’bah and Bait al-Magqdis at the time of the Prophet # was a month. This is directly alluded to in
the following similarly worded Hadith:
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr . who said, ‘The Prophet % said,
“My Basin (Hawd) is (so large that it takes) a month’s journey to cross it. Its water is whiter than milk, and its scent is nicer than
musk, and its drinking cups are (as numerous) as the (number of) stars of the sky; and whoever drinks from it, will never be thirsty.””

[Al-Bukhari]

cgo to contents page 16
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On the authority of Anas’ <% who said,

‘No one remains of those who prayed facing both Qiblahs
(al-Quds and Makkah) except me.’

[Al-Bukhari]

4 The Companion, Anas ibn Malik & served the Messenger of Allah # from the age of ten for ten years in al-Madinah. He is believed to
have been the last Companion to pass away or at least the last living Companion in Basrah. The strongest opinion is that he passed away
at the age of one hundred and three and was buried with the small staff, which belonged to the Messenger of Allah #.
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On the authority of ‘Ubaid ibn Adam <% who said,
‘I heard ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab <%say to Ka‘b
‘Where do you think I should pray?’ He then said,
‘If you listen to me, you will pray behind the Rock’ and all of al-Quds
(Jerusalem) will be in front of you.” Then ‘Umar «2said,
‘You are suggesting something similar to Judaism,
rather I shall pray where the Messenger of Allah : prayed.’
Then he went forward to the Qiblah and prayed,
then he came and spread his upper garment and swept the place,

collecting garbage in his upper garment, and the people swept it too.

[Ahmad]

5 The Rock mentioned here is referred to as the Noble Rock, as-Sakhrah al-Musharrafah was most likely the original point of the
Qiblah. It is approximately 18 metres long and 8 metres wide and the Masjid of the Dome of the Rock was built over it by the
Umayyad Caliph ‘Abdul-Malik ibn Marwan in 71-72 AH. It is believed to be the exact location from which the Prophet #£ ascended
into the heavens on the Night Journey and Ascension, al-Isra’ wal-Mi‘raj most likely on 27th Rajab, one year before the Hijrah
(migration) from Makkah to al-Madinah. It is also believed that our deeds and souls ascend from here and according to some
scholars the Angel Israfil (Raphael) &) will blow his Trumpet (Sur) to commence the Day of Judgement from this Rock

(please see: Mu‘jam al-Buldan by Yaqut al-Hamawi [RH]).

Caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab <% selected the site near the southern wall of the Blessed Masjid al-Aqsa for the first physical Masjid
structure upon entering Jerusalem in 15 AH. It was a simple building that sat on wooden trusses and could accommodate 3,000
worshippers. The grey-domed Qibali Masjid currently sits on this site in the Noble Sanctuary (al-Haram ash-Sharif).
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On the authority of Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her,
the wife of the Prophet #£ that she heard the Messenger of Allah #£ say,
“If anyone enters into ihram for Hajj or ‘Umrah from al-Masjid al-Aqsa
to the Sacred Masjid, his former and latter sins will be forgiven.”
or “He will be guaranteed Paradise’.”

The narrator ‘Abdullah <% doubted which of these words he said.
Abu Dawud (RH) said, ‘May Allah have mercy on Waki*,
he put on ihram from Bait al-Maqdis, that is, to Makkah.’

[Abu Dawud]

% Another version of this appears in the Sunan of Ibn Majah:
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On the authority of Umm Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of the Prophet#Ewho said, ‘The Messenger of Allah#£ said,
“Whoever begins the call (talbiyah) for ‘Umrah from Bait al-Maqdis, that will be an expiation for him for all his previous sins.”
She said, ‘So I went out.” Meaning, from Bait al-Maqdis for ‘Umrah.’ [Ibn Majah]

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them, also did this as is shown in the following Hadith:
[0 d55] sy e ol idie 1 (o ik i die O e ) 2 L D1 o G 22
On the authority of Malik <4 from a reliable source that ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them,

once entered ihram from Ilya’ (Jerusalem). [Malik]
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On the authority of Abu Bakr« (which is most likely a Marfa‘ tradition) who said,

‘The Ka‘bah will be gathered to Bait al-Maqdis, with all those who performed
the major pilgrimage (Hajj) and minor pilgrimage (‘Umrah) clinging on to its coverings.’

[Al-Fakihi in the narrations about Makkah]
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On the authority of Abti Hurairah <% that the Prophet # said,

“Mounts are not saddled (i.e. do not set out on a journey) except for three Masjids:
the Masjid of al-Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah), the Masjid of the Messenger %=
(in al-Madinah) and Masjid al-Aqgsa (in al-Quds).”

[Al-Bukhari]
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On the authority of Hudhaifah ibn al-Yaman <« who said,
‘Indeed, the Messenger of Allah #£said,

“There is no (specific) ‘Itikaf (seclusion, expecting greater rewards)
except in three Masjids: al-Masjid al-Haram (in Makkah), the Masjid of the Prophet [#]
(in al-Madinah) and the Masjid of Bait al-Maqdis (in al-Quds).”’

[Al-Baihaqi]
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On the authority of Abai Dharr < who said,
‘We were in discussion and we were with the Messenger of Allah #£. (We asked him &),
‘Which is better? The Masjid of the Messenger of Allah # or Bait al-Maqdis?’
Then the Messenger of Allah #& said,

“One prayer in my Masjid is better than four prayers in it (i.e. Bait al-Maqdis)
and what an amazing place of worship it is! Surely, there will soon come a time

for a man to have land equivalent to his horse’s rope from which he can’
Bait al-Maqdis will be better for him that the whole world!”’

He (the narrator) said, ‘or he [ 4] said,
“Better for him than the world and everything in it!”’

[Al-Hakim]

7 It is believed that the Blessed Masjid al-Aqsa is one of the places of Paradise on earth based upon the following Hadith:

@ P _ @ > P - 4 GEF o_ @ o ° -
:(;1;391;2&\3:0@\ Jeis JG 1 JU & g & (2 ‘;L,péﬁ\g;

On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them that he said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #£ said,
“Whoever wants to see one of the places of Paradise then let him look at Bait al-Maqdis (in al-Quds).”’
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On the authority of Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah < that a man stood on the Day of Conquest
(of Makkah) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I have vowed to Allah that if He grants
conquest of Makkah to you, I shall pray two Rak‘ahs in Bait al-Magqdis®.’

He said, “Pray here.” Then he repeated (his statement) to him and
he said, “Pray here.” He then repeated (his statement) to him.
He [the Prophet#£] said, “Pursue your own course.”

[Abu Dawud]

8 This desire of the Companions =& vowing to visit and pray in the Blessed Masjid al-Agsa is also shown in following Hadith:

ot o e g o o3 235 a0 Sasd gl B 2R # TS Ll o o SN fer Y g by i R B T By Je s ) a5 o
sk oy oo Jo b 325 2ag 36 ey e Lo D0 st Jos cain U IS s o A8 G B e
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[+ 815]
On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them, that he said, ‘That a woman fell ill, and she said, ‘If Allah
cures me then I will most certainly leave and pray in Bait al-Maqdis.” Then she recovered and so she made preparations to go out (to that
place). She came to Maimunah [may Allah be pleased with her], the wife of the Prophet #£ and after greeting her she informed her about
that, whereupon she said, ‘Be seated and eat the provision, which you had made and pray in the Masjid of the Messenger 4.

For indeed, I heard the Messenger of Allah #& say,

“Prayer in it is better than a thousand prayers observed in other masjids except the Masjid of the Ka‘bah.””’
[Muslim]
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On the authority of Junadah ibn Abi Umayyah al-Azdi <% who said, ‘I went, a man from the Ansar
(Helpers from al-Madinah) and me to a man from the Companions of the Prophet #& and we said,
‘inform us of what you heard from the Prophet #& about what he mentioned about the Dajjal
(Antichrist) and don’t tell us about other than him what you have confirmed to be true.’

He said, ‘The Prophet #& delivered a sermon to us and said,

“I warn you about the Dajjal (Antichrist) — three times. There has not been
a Prophet before me except that he warned his nation. Indeed, he is in your midst O nation.
He is curly haired and dark skinned with an abraded left eye. He has with him a garden
and a fire. His fire is a garden, and his garden is fire. He has with him a mountain of bread
and a river of water and he causes it to rain, and he does not cultivate the trees.
He will be given power over a person who he will kill but he will have no power
over anyone else. Indeed, he will remain on the Earth for forty mornings, in which time
he will enter every watering place in it, but he will not be able to approach four masjids:
[1] the Masjid al-Haram (the Ka’bah in Makkah), [2] the Masjid of al-Madinah,
[3] the Masjid of at-Tur (in Sinai) and [4] al-Masjid al-Aqsa. And it should not

be obscure for you that indeed your Lord is not one-eyed.””’

[Ahmad]
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Hadith 15

DEGREES
OF VIRTUE

On the authority of Jabir <% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #£ said,

“A prayer in the Sacred Masjid (al-Masjid al-Haram) is (equal to)
one hundred thousand prayers. A prayer in my Masjid (in al-Madinah)
is (equal to) one thousand prayers and a prayer in al-Bait al-Maqdis

(in al-Quds) is (equal to) five hundred prayers.”’

[At-Tabarani]

9 An extraordinary Hadith states praying in the Blessed Masjid al-Agsa is equal to fifty thousand prayers:

8 Fendn P Al Ne SN2 s & . o “fo-
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[K’-'t‘ & VMJ/J]

On the authority of Anas ibn Malik <% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #said,

“A man’s prayer in his house is equal (in reward) to one prayer; a prayer in the masjid of the tribes is equal to
twenty-five prayers; a prayer in the masjid in which the Friday prayer is offered is equal to five-hundred prayers;

a prayer in al-Masjid al-Aqsa is equal to fifty thousand prayers; a prayer in my Masjid is equal to fifty thousand prayers;
and a prayer in the Sacred Masjid is equal to one hundred thousand prayers.”’

@ 5o to contents page
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On the authority of Maimiinah bint Sa’d, may Allah be pleased with her,
the freed slave of the Prophet# who said,
‘O Prophet of Allah, inform us about Bait al-Maqdis (in al-Quds).” He said,

“It is the land of Resurrection (al-Manshar) and Congregation (al-Mahshar). Visit it
and pray in it". For indeed prayer in it is like a thousand prayers in other than it.”
She further asked, ‘If one of us cannot visit it, what should we do?’ He [£%] said,
“Then he should make a gift of some o0il to be lit therein [in its lamps]. For indeed
the one who gifts this to it [Masjid al-Aqsa] will be like the one who has prayed therein''.”

[Ahmad]

10 Likewise, the following Hadith urges us to go to al-Masjid al-Agsa: N .

OV PR g AN e

On the authority of Dhi al-Asabi‘ <% who said, ‘I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! p
If we are tested with remaining after you, where do you order us (to go)?

He # said,“Go to Bait al-Magqdis, for perhaps you will have offspring )

who will commit themselves to that Masjid and visit it.” « Ogr gy dominal) 3 J‘ RPN 4-')5

[Ahmad]
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[ 415]

"' These are truly Prophetic words of hope and incredible reward. They are very much in the same spirit of the reward for praying in
Masjid Quba’ being equivalent to performing ‘Umrah. They were stated at a time where the Muslim community in al-Madinah were
not allowed to travel to Makkah to perform Hajj or ‘Umrah:

On the authority of Sahl ibn Hunaif « who said, J6 2 % 2 U;M;. o B
‘The Messenger of Allah# said, .
“Whoever purifies himself in his house, then :K;bj e Bl Lo 4 o2
comes to Masjid Quba’ and offers one prayer therein, 2\;_}3 Al "_g\ ?‘ axg g J.éla-? S

will have a reward like that for “Umrah.”’ sk 1l HEN b L
Yy 9 o ad !
[Ibn Majah] e Do 42 b
i &3 8]

o go to contents page 30

s

W07,
r@"

Y

€Dy

X,

Q.

© muslimhands.org.uk


http://www.muslimhands.org.uk

Hadith 17 %ﬁ%’w
2ING

SUPPORTING .

6o

AL-MASJID AL-AQSA o

E

- ° °% “ > 2 - =
(6 i e g sl J bquu(;.l;'cu:&\y@ho F G Al oy R e E
3

Copt § o LIS b B3 O ad 1gliad 048 iy sl iy :

« 861 5aS 340 GM'S fad 358 4 "C}LJG)435+@;3>>
[isL

On the authority of Maimtnah, may Allah be pleased with her, the freed slave of
the Prophet #& who said, ‘I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah tell us about Bait al-Maqdis.” He said,

“It is the land of Congregation (al-Mahshar) and Resurrection (al-Manshar).

Go there and pray in it, for one prayer there is like one thousand prayers elsewhere.”
I said, ‘What if I cannot travel and go there?’ He said,

“Then send a gift to it of some oil to to be lit therein [in its lamps],

for whoever does that is like one who went there'*.””’

.

[Ahmad]

12 Another version of this Hadith in Sunan Abtu Dawud reads:
81 Jots 206 B o oo o o 350 6 B0 o Bt 1
<<i‘-99ué’c}3~3uj\}~uu by 8 569 OB - g A5 UBA-J‘wK,—u\Mo}.n»

On the authority of Maimtnah, may Allah be pleased with her, the freed slave of the Prophet #£ who said,
‘O Messenger of Allah tell us a legal injunction about (visiting) Bait al-Maqdis.” So, he said,

“Go to it and pray in it — all the cities at that time were affected by war —
If you cannot get to it and pray in it, then send some oil to be used in its lamps.”

[Aba Dawud]
Another extraordinary Hadith mentions other amazing rewards for visiting al-Masjid al-Aqsa:
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On the authority of Anas ibn Malik « that the Messenger of Allah # said,

“Whoever visits Bait al-Maqdis seeking Allah’s reward, then Allah will grant him the reward of a thousand martyrs.
And whoever visits a scholar, has the same reward of visiting Bait al-Maqdis. And whoever visits Bait al-Maqdis
seeking Allah’s reward, then Allah will keep Hellfire from his flesh and body.”

[Al-Fazari]
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On the authority Abu Hurairah <% who said, ‘The angel of death was sent to Muisa, peace be upon
them both, and when he went to him, he (Musa ¥<E) ) slapped him severely (spoiling one of his eyes).
He (the angel %<4 ) went back to his Lord and said, ‘You sent me to a slave who does not want to
die.” Allah restored his eye and said, ‘Go back and tell him (Musa 5%E)) to place his hand over the
back of an ox, for he will be allowed to live for a number of years equal to the number of hairs
coming under his hand.” [Then the angel ¥«&| came to him and told him the same]. Then he
(Musa ¥«%)) said, ‘O my Lord! Then what (will happen)?’ He said, ‘Then death.” He said,
‘Then (let it be) now.” Then he asked Allah to bring him near the Sacred Land at a distance

of a stone’s throw. He (the narrator) said, ‘The Messenger of Allah#Esaid,

.

“If I were there, I would surely show you his grave at the side of the path near the red sand dune".””

[Ibn Majah]

13 The great Messenger of Allah, Musa ¥«k&) desperately desired to enter al-Masjid al-Aqsa as Allah commanded in the following ayah:

(2 et U8 8712 U585 el o ol K050 o SN BT 5
M7
“(Musa ¥<%) said) ‘O my people! Enter the Holy Land, which Allah has destined for you [to enter].
And do not turn back or else you will become losers.’”
[The Noble Qur’an, 5:21]

Sadly, his people refused to enter except two men, which led to them all being barred entry into it for forty years (see the Noble

Qur’an, 5:26). In this time, Musa &k himself passed away with a deep desire to be buried ‘a stone’s throw’ from the Holy Land
of al-Masjid al-Aqgsa.
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On the authority of Abt Hurairah < that he said, ‘The Messenger of Allah#z,

“Indeed the sun was not held back for any man except [the Prophet] Yiisha‘ " [ 48 ]
the nights he travelled to Bait al-Maqdis.””

[Ahmad]

14 This incident is further explained by the following Hadith:
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On the authority of Abu Hurairah «% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah # said,

“... So, he (Yosha’ ibn Non X%\ ) marched on and approached a village (al-Quds) at or about the time of the ‘Asr
(late afternoon) prayer. He said to the sun, ‘You are subservient (to Allah) and so am I. O Allah! Stop it for me a little.’
It was stopped for him until Allah granted him victory ...”

[Muslim]

This is the Prophet Yusha’ (Joshua) %<& , the son of Nun, the son of Ephraim, the son of Yusuf (Joseph) %) , the son of Ya‘qub
(Jacob) k), the son of Ishaq (Isaac) ¥ukl, the son of Ibrahim (Abraham) X«k) . He is not mentioned directly by name in the Noble
Qur’an but is the young man alluded to who accompanied Musa )| on his journey to find Khidr 3<% :
=5\ A4 2% W% L o R e AK G ARJA z5y 0 - A AL -
T :g,ﬁég-" K :))L

“And remember when Masa [$%5)] said to his young assistant (Yosha® S&8)),
‘I will never give up until I reach the junction of the two seas, even if I travel for ages.””
[The Noble Qur’an, 18:60]
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr « that the Prophet #£ said,

“When (the Prophet) Sulaiman ibn Dawd"” [peace be upon both of them] finished
building Bait al-Maqdis, he asked Allah for three things: [1] judgment that was in harmony
with His judgment, [2] a dominion that no one would have after him, [3] and that
no one should come to this Masjid, intending only to pray in it, except that he would
emerge free of sin like the day his mother gave birth to him".”

Then the Prophet %£ said,

“As for (the first) two (supplications) they were granted,
and I hope that the third was also granted.”

[Ibn M3jah]

15The Prophet Sulaiman’s %)\ presence in and connection with Bait al-Maqdis is clearly indicated in the following ayah:

=1 Z 9~/w) é)/c . \2¢& e % & 1 ,: ,z%2 < 2. .1 -
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“And to Sulaiman [ 5k ] We subjected the raging winds, blowing by his command to the land (Sham) We have blessed.
It is We Who know everything.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 21:81]
16 This in fact is the reward of an accepted Hajj (Hajj Mabrar) as shown in the following Hadith:
il 8503 038 oy i By 2 6 & 5 >
(&5 015

On the authority of Abu Hurairah 4 who said, ‘T heard the Prophet #£say,

“Whoever performs Hajj for Allah and does not have sexual relations (with his wife) and does not do evil or sins
then he will return (after Hajj free from all sins) like the day his mother gave birth to him.”’

[Al-Bukhari]
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On the authority of al-Harith ibn al-Ash‘ari <% that the Prophet #£said, é
“Verily, Allah commanded Yahya ibn Zakariyya [peace be upon both of them] with five words to ©

practice and to command the Children of Isra’il to practice. He was nearly slow to act, so ‘Isa [J«k]
said, ‘Verily, Allah has commanded you with five words to practice and to command the Children
of Isra’il to practice, either command them or I will.” Yahya [5«%)] said, ‘I am afraid if you precede
me with them, I will be swallowed by the earth or punished!” So, he gathered the people in Bait
al-Maqdis and the Masjid filled as they sat upon the balcony. Yahya [ 3<%l ] said, ‘Verily, Allah has
commanded me with five words for me to practice and I command you to practice them. [First], that
you worship Allah without associating any partners with Him, for the parable of one who associates
with Allah is that of a man who purchases a servant with his own gold or currency, and he says,
‘This is my house, and this is my business, so get to work and send me the profits.” The servant gets
to work, but he gives the profits to another master. Which of you would be pleased to have a serv-
ant like that? [Second], Allah commands you to pray. If you pray, then do not fidget, for Allah sets
His face towards His servant in his prayer as long as he does not fidget. [Third], I command you to
fast, for the parable of that is a man amongst others with a satchel of musk. All of them are pleased
and enjoy its scent, for the scent of a fasting person is more pleasant to Allah than musk. [Fourth],
I command you to give charity, for the parable of that is a man whose enemy has captured him and
tied his hands to his neck. As they approach to strike his neck, he says, ‘I will ransom myself for a
little or a lot!” So, he ransoms himself from them. [Fifth], I command you to remember Allah, for
the parable of that is a man who goes out with his enemy quickly following his steps, until he comes
to a protected fortress and barricades himself from them. Such a servant cannot barricade himself
from Satan but by remembering Allah.”

The Prophet #& said,
“And I command you with five words with which Allah commanded me: to listen, to obey,
to perform Jihad, to perform emigration, and to unite with the community. For whoever splits away
from the community as much as a hand span has cast off the yoke of Islam from his neck until he
returns. Whoever calls to the ways of ignorance will surely be among the rubble of Hell.”

A man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, even if he prays and fasts?’ He (the Prophet#%) said,
“Even if he prays and fasts, so call to the ways of Allah who has named you the Muslims,
the believers, the servants of Allah.”

[At-Tirmidhi]
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(1 3135)
On the authority of Anas ibn Malik <& that the Messenger of Allah#&said,

“I was brought al-Buraq — who is a white and long animal, larger than a donkey but
smaller than a mule, who would place its hoof a distance equal to the range of its vision.
I mounted it and came to Bait al-Maqdis (in al-Quds), then tethered it to the ring used by

the Prophets'’. I entered the Masjid and prayed two rak‘ahs (units of prayer) in it, and then
I came out and Jibril $<&) brought me a vessel of wine and a vessel of milk. I chose the milk
and Jibril £ said, “You have chosen the fitrah (natural state).’...”

[Muslim]

7 A Masjid has been built where this is believed to have taken place, namely Masjid al-Buraq located by al-Buraq Wall, the Western
Wall of the Blessed Masjid al-Aqgsa. In the following Hadith it indicates the Angel Jibril k) made the hole to tie al-Buraq there:
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On the authority of Ibn Buraidah <4 from his father.# that the Messenger of Allah g said,

“When we reached Bait al-Maqdis, Jibril [xk)] pointed with his finger causing a crack in the rock, and he tied al-Buragq to it.”
[At-Tirmidhi]
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On the authority of Anas ibn Malik < that the Messenger of Allah#Esaid,

“I was brought an animal that was larger than a donkey and smaller than a mule, whose stride
could reach as far as it could see. I mounted it, and Jibril ¥<&) was with me, and I set off. Then
he said, ‘Dismount and pray,’ so I did that. He said, ‘Do you know where you have prayed?
You have prayed in Taibah (al-Madinah), which will be the place of the emigration.” Then
he said, ‘Dismount and pray,’ so I prayed. He said, ‘Do you know where you have prayed?
You have prayed in Mount Sinai, where Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, spoke to Masa s« .’
Then he said, ‘Dismount and pray,’ so I prayed, and he said, ‘Do you know where you have
prayed? You have prayed in Bethlehem, where ‘Isa $<i was born.””* Then I entered
Bait al-Maqdis (in al-Quds) where the Prophets, peace be upon them, were assembled
for me, and Jibril [ x<k] brought me forward to lead them in prayer...”

[An-Nasa’i]

18 Before the Prophet £ entered Jerusalem, he passed by the grave of the Prophet Musa¥«k) as shown in the following Hadith:
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On the authority of Anas ibn Malik < that the Messenger of Allah #& said,
“I came — and in the narration transmitted on the authority of Haddab — I happened to pass by Munsa [ 5«k) ]
on the night of my Night journey by the red sandhill whilst he was standing praying in his grave.”

[Muslim]
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Hadith 24

HELL SEEN TO THE EAST
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On the authority of Abu Salamah ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman«& that

‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit" stood on the eastern wall of Bait al-Maqdis and then cried.
So, some of them said, ‘What causes you to cry O Abu al-Walid?’ He said,

‘From here the Messenger of Allah #= informed us that he saw Jahannam (Hell).’

[At-Tabarani]

19 Ubadah ibn as-Samit <% was the first Islamic judge in Masjid al-Aqsa, who passed away in Ramlah in 34 AH at the age of 72.
He was born in al-Madinah before Prophethood. He was present at all the battles and conquests of Egypt with ‘Amr ibn al-‘As «&.
Umar ibn al-Khattab <% appointed him the first Muslim judge over ash-Sham. He is one of the seventy Companions buried in the
Bab ar-Rahmah (Gateway of Mercy) Cemetery located at the eastern wall of the Blessed Masjid al-Aqsa as pictured above.
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On the authority of Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah, may Allah be pleased with both of them who said,
‘I heard the Prophet#£ say,

“When the Quraish disbelieved me [concerning my Night Journey], I stood up in al-Hijr

(the unroofed semi-circular portion of the Ka‘bah) and Allah displayed Bait al-Maqdis
before me, and I immediately began informing them (the Quraish) about its signs
while looking at it™.”’

[Al-Bukhari]

20 Further details of this and incidents before this are provided in the following lengthier Hadith:
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On the authority of Abt Hurairah«% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #£ said,

“I found myself in the Hijr and the Quraish were asking me about my Night Journey. I was asked about things pertaining to
Bait al-Magqdis, which I could not preserve (in my mind). I was very much vexed, so vexed as I had never been before.
Then Allah raised it (Bait al-Maqdis) before my eyes. I looked towards it, and I gave them the information about whatever
they questioned me I also saw myself among the group of Prophets. I saw Musa [<«k)] standing in prayer and found him
to be a well-built man as if he was a man of the tribe of Shant’ah [the Yemeni men of pure lineage and manly virtue]. I saw
‘Isa ibn Maryam X)) standing in prayer, of all of men he had the closest resemblance to ‘Urwah ibn Mas‘ud ath-Thaqafi [].
I saw Ibrahim ¥«k) standing in prayer; he had the closest resemblance with your companion (the Prophet # himself) amongst
people. When the time of prayer came, I led them. When I completed the prayer, someone said, ‘Here is Malik [k ],
the keeper of the Hell, so convey Salams to him.” So, I turned to him, but he preceded me in Salams.”’

[Muslim]
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Hadith 26

ABU BAKR <« EARNS THE TITLE
AS-SIDDIQ (THE UPRIGHT)
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On the authority of ‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased with her who said,

‘When the Prophet = was taken by night to al-Masjid al-Aqsa the people began talking about
that. So, some people who had believed in him and trusted him became apostates. They rushed
with that (news) to Abli Bakr 4 and they said, ‘Do you know what your companion has said?
He alleges that he was taken by night to Bait al-Maqdis.” He said, ‘Did he say that?’ They said,
‘Yes.” He said, ‘If he has said that then he is speaking the truth.’ They said, ‘You believe that
he went in one night to Bait al-Maqdis and he returned before the morning?’ He said,
‘Yes, indeed I truly believe in something more distant than that.

I believe in him coming with news from the heaven in one morning or one afternoon.’

For that (reason) Abu Bakr 4 was called ‘as-Siddiq (the Upright).’

[Al-Baihaqi]
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On the authority of ‘A’ishah,
may Allah be pleased with her who said,

‘The Prophet £ would not sleep
until he recited (Sturah) az-Zumar (Chapter 39) and
(Surah) Bani Isra’il (/ Surah al-Isra’ — Chapter 17).’

[At-Tirmidhi]
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Hadith 28

AN ELITE GROUP AT
AL-MASJID AL-AQSA
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On the authority of Aba Umamah « who said,
‘The Messenger of Allah #£said,

“A group of my Nation (Ummah) will continue to manifestly remain on the truth
and vanquish their enemy. The ones who oppose them will not harm them except what
befalls them of hardship until the command of Allah comes to them and they are like that.”

They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Where are they?’
He said,
“At Bait al-Maqdis and the (surrounding) sides of Bait al-Maqdis.”’
[Ahmad]
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On the authority of Aba Hurairah <« that the Prophet #said,

“A band from my Nation (Ummah) will continue fighting at the gates of Damascus
and its surrounding and at the gates of Bait al-Maqdis and its surrounding. The betrayal
or desertion of whoever deserts them will not harm them in the least. They manifestly
remain on the truth till the (Final) Hour is established.”

[Abu Ya‘la]
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Hadith 30

SHAAM IS A PLACE
OF REVELATION
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On the authority of Abi Umamah «
that the Messenger of Allah #£ said,

“The Qur’an was revealed in three places:
Makkah, al-Madinah and Sham®'.”

[Ibn ‘Asakir]

2! Ash-Sham is a land that is bordered by the Euphrates River on the northeast and by Egypt on the southwest. It is the region that
includes the modern-day countries of Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. This is a land that shook and was illuminated at the birth
of the Prophet #£ in Makkah.

The revelation alluded to in this Hadith is most likely to have been when the Prophet# was at Tabuk according to Ibn Kathir (RH).
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Hadith 31
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On the authority of Ibn ‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them,
that the Messenger of Allah £ said,

“O Allah bless us in our Sham! O Allah bless us in our Yemen!”
They said, ‘And in our Najd?’ He said,

“O Allah bless us in our Sham! O Allah bless us in our Yemen!”
They said, ‘And in our Najd?’ He said,

“Earthquakes are there, and tribulations are there, with it” or he said,
“From it, the horn of the Satan comes out.”

[At-Tirmidhi]
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Hadith 32

ALLAH 4 GUARANTEED SHAAM AND

ITS PEOPLE FOR THE PROPHET =
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On the authority of Ibn Hawalah < who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #& said,
“The matter will turn out that you will be standing armies,
one in Sham, one in Yemen and one in ‘Iraq.””
Ibn Hawalah [«] said, ‘Choose for me, O Messenger of Allah [#£], if I reach that (time).’
He [#&] said,
“Go to Sham, for it is the chosen land of Allah in all of His earth, to which He selects

His chosen servants to. But if you do not wish to go there, then go to your Yemen and drink
from your streams. For indeed Allah has given me a guarantee concerning Sham and its people.”

[Aba Dawud]
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THE CHOSEN LAND
AND PEOPLE OF ALLAH
ARE IN SHAAM

& e ~ & ~ 4 1.4 1.4 o, > C//{ 29/
ks ale W Lo A1 Jedy JB 1 JB A W o5 LUl G S
s 1 °/// ;- no/, o :“/e/ o g . % & :'Q K
“ Ji.‘L:.! ol i‘é"’w:"}‘*“'é-:-? éu\y)\w&\ow »

7

e N2 oo L0 e - BT
«q\&’ﬂgf.@&qug’ﬂwéﬁ\w&\

[£3) 4153)

On the authority of Aba Umamah « who said,
‘The Messenger of Allah £ said,

“The chosen land of Allah is Sham and in it are His chosen people and servants™.
A group from my nation will certainly enter Paradise
without any reckoning or punishment.”’

[At-Tabarani]

22 The elite and formidable status of the People of Sham is further emphatically emphasised in the following Hadith:
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On the authority of Mu‘awiyah ibn Qurrah« from his father:£swho said, ‘The Messenger of Allah # said,

“When the people of Sham become corrupt, then there is no good in you.
There will never cease to be a group in my Nation (Ummah) who will be helped (by Allah).
They will not be harmed by those who forsake them until the Hour is established.””

[At-Tirmidhi]
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On the authority of Zaid ibn Thabit <% who said, ‘We were with the Messenger of Allah &
collecting the Qur’an on pieces of cloth, then the Messenger of Allah #£said,

“Taba” (joy and a good final state) is for Sham!”
So, we said, ‘Why is that O Messenger of Allah?’ He said,
“Because the angels of Ar-Rahman spread their wings over it™.””’
[At-Tirmidhi]

23 Tuba is also believed to be the name of a certain tree in Paradise and is mentioned in the Noble Qur’an, 13:29.
24Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them, added the following to this Hadith:
:JG s =2 J\,; R
D% .,:,?g: Fz 2o o o o fe 9%, & O P L% ey . %% 1o L
.éll.eg\,ge\aj\ : [WW]QQJ.\:@ 'J!ch:ﬂyﬁ\,gh .‘;\gf’J\Mgu)iL;g’;\ww,W\ &

0

On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with both of them who said,

‘The Prophets built al-Bait al-Maqdis and the Prophets lived therein. There is not a single handspan of space
in it except that a Prophet has prayed [or prostrated in another narration] there, or an angel has stood.’

[Encouraging the Elite to the Virtues of al-Masjid al-Aqsa]
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Hadith 35

THE BEST PEOPLE
ARE IN SHAAM
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr, may Allah be pleased with both of them who said,
‘I heard the Messenger of Allah & say,

“There will be migration after migration and the best people on Earth will be those
who cleave most closely to places which (the Prophet) Ibrahim [ <2 ] migrated to (i.e. Sham™).
The worst of its people will remain on the Earth cast out by their lands, abhorred by Allah,
the fire will gather them along with apes and swines.”’

[Abu Dawud]

25 This is directly mentioned in the following ayah of the Noble Qur’an:
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“Then We delivered him (Ibrahim %«%)), along with (his nephew) Lot [ $<&)],
(from ‘Iraq) to the land (al-Quds) that We have blessed for all people.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 21:71]
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On the authority of ‘Awf ibn Malik < who said, ‘I came to the Prophet & during
the military expedition of Tabuk while he was in a leather tent. He said,

“Count six [signs] that indicate the approach of the Hour: [1] my death™, then [2] the conquest of
Jerusalem (Bait al-Maqdis), then [3] a plague that will afflict you [and kill you in great numbers]
as the plague that afflicts sheep, then [4] increase of wealth to such an extent that even if one is
given one hundred Dinars, he will not be satisfied; then [5] an affliction which no Arab house
will escape and then [6] a truce between you and Bant al-Asfar (the pale-faced ones) who will
betray you then attack you under eighty flags. Under each flag will be twelve thousand [soldiers].””

[Al-Bukhari]

26Tn the version of this Hadith in Sunan Ibn Majah, the narrator, ‘Awf ibn Malik al-Ashja‘i <& sought permission to enter the leather
tent of the Prophet #2during the military expedition of Tabuk in 9 AH. He was left both speechless and dejected at hearing about this
devastating first sign of the Day of Judgement, namely the death of the Messenger of Allah %&.
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On the authority of Shaddad ibn Aws” . was with
the Messenger of Allah #& whilst he was being generous with himself and said,
“What is wrong O Shaddad?”
He said, ‘This world is very difficult on me!” Then he [£%] said,

“That is not the case. Indeed, Sham will be conquered, Bait al-Maqdis will be conquered
and you and sons will be Imams (leaders) amongst them if Allah wills.”

[At-Tabarani]

?’ The Companion Shaddad ibn Aws <& was a jurist who governed Hums (located in modern day western Syria) until he moved to
Jerusalem, where he passed away in 58 AH, at the age of 75. He was born in al-Madinah before Prophethood, and he was one of the
narrators of Hadith. Other companions such as Abu ad-Darda’«% said about him, ‘Shaddad <% was amongst those that have been
given knowledge (‘Ilm) and understanding (Hilm).” He is one of the seventy Companions buried in the Bab ar-Rahmah (Gateway of
Mercy) Cemetery located at the eastern wall of the Blessed Masjid al-Aqsa as pictured above.
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Hadith 38

THE PLACE OF SAFETY FOR
THE BELIEVERS IS SHAAM
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On the authority of Salamah ibn Nufail al-Kindi ¢ who said, ‘I was sitting with the
Messenger of Allah #2 when a man said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! The people have lost interest
in horses and put down their weapons, and they say there is no Jihad, and that war has ended.’

The Messenger of Allah % turned to face him and said,

“They are lying, now, now the fighting is to come. There will always be a group among my
Ummah (nation) who will fight for the truth, for whom Allah will cause some people to deviate,
and grant them provision from them, until the Hour is established and until the promise of Allah

comes. Goodness is tied to the forelocks of horses until the Day of Resurrection. It has been
revealed to me that I am going to die and will not stay long, and you will follow me group after

group, striking one another’s necks. And the place of safety for the believers is Sham.”’

[An-Nasa’1]
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On the authority of Abtu ad-Darda’ «% who said,
‘The Messenger of Allah #& said,

“As I was sleeping, I saw the Column of the Book being carried away from under my head.
I feared lest it would be taken away, so I followed it with my eyes and saw that it was
planted in Sham. Verily, belief in the time of tribulations will be in Sham.””

[Ahmad]
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Hadith 40

THE FLOURISHING STATE
OFf BAIT AL-MAQDIS
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On the authority of Mu‘adh ibn Jabal <% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #& said,

“The flourishing state of Bait al-Maqdis will be when Yathrib (al-Madinah) is in ruins,
the ruined state of Yathrib will be when the great war comes, the outbreak of the great war
will be at the conquest of Constantinople (modern day Istanbul) and the conquest of
Constantinople is when the Dajjal (Antichrist) comes forth.”

Then he (the Prophetz) struck his (the narrator’s) thigh or his shoulder with his hand and said,
“This is as true as you are here or as you are sitting.” (Meaning Mu‘adh ibn Jabal « ).

[Abu Dawid]
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On the authority of Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah <% who said, ‘I heard the Prophet % say,

“A group of my Nation (Ummah) will not cease fighting for the Truth and will
prevail till the Day of Resurrection.” He said, “‘Isa ibn Maryam # would then descend
[at the white minaret in the eastern side of Damascus] and their (the Muslims’) commander
[Imam Mahdi 5«k) ] would say (to him), ‘Come lead us in prayer™,” but he would say, ‘No,
indeed some of you are commanders over each other as Allah’s honour for this Ummah.””’

[Muslim]

281n the lengthy version of this Hadith in Ibn Majah it mentions the following:

(s PR (3Reh) o2k [aSEs B SIS s el (e () et il 5 el G el 55 3B L) D A (8 el el oty 14 (LB s 1h »
o) o Jiad Sl G B aab a5 A gk B 4Gk 55 55 (s b oy i)
[ats 23 553]
“On that day they (the Arabs) will be few, and most of them will be in Bait al-Maqdis, and their leader (Imam Mahdi %))
will be a righteous man. When their leader has stepped forward to lead them in the Subh (Fajr) prayer, ‘Isa ibn Maryam [ %9 ]
will come down to them at that time. Their leader will step backwards so that ‘Isa [ $«E)] can come forward and lead the people

in prayer, but ‘Isa [«%)\|] will place his hand between his shoulders and say to him, ‘Go forward and pray, for the Igamah
for it was given for you.’ Then their leader will lead them in prayer...”

[Ibn Majah]

Following this, ‘Isa k) will exit al-Masjid al-Aqsa after the prayer and kill the Dajjal as shown in the following Hadith:

i’J“‘J Iz 5 é.p A jr’v JG :J6 &k A & 6uu\ il d‘ E
o it 55 Gy e B3 e B 1 T kb By ol e s o tte 3y s o el gl 8 S S oy i 36
[ &3 853
On the authority of Aba Umamah al-Bahili <% who said, ‘The Messenger of Allah #% said,
“... When the Dajjal looks at him (‘Isa $x&))), he will start to melt as salt melts in water. He will run away, and ‘Isa &8,

will say, ‘I have only one blow for you, which you will not be able to escape!” He will catch up with him at the
eastern gate of Ludd (a town located 45km to the north west of al-Quds), and will kill him ...””’

[Ibn Majah]
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Hadith 42

THE CALIPHATE
ENDS IN SHAAM
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On the authority of ‘Abdullah ibn Hawalah al-Azdi< who said,
‘The Messenger of Allah %2 sent us on foot to get spoils (of war), but we returned without getting
any. When he saw the signs of distress on our faces, he stood up amongst us and said,

“O Allah, do not put them under my care, for I would be too weak to care for them; do not put
them in care of themselves, for they would be incapable of that, and do not put them in the care of
men, for they would choose the best things for themselves.”

He then placed his hand on my head, or he said on the crown of my head and then said,

“O Ibn Hawalah, when you see the Caliphate has settled in the Holy Land, earthquakes,
sorrows and serious matters will have drawn near and on that day the (Last) Hour will be
nearer to mankind than this hand of mine is to your head.””

[Abu Dawud]
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Muslim Hands is an international aid agency and NGO, that grew from a grass roots I
movement, responding to the Bosnian war in the early 90s and since then, has responded “
to countless more emergencies, as well as establishing long term projects such as schools, €
©

healthcare clinics and livelihood programmes worldwide. We operate in over 30 countries
around the world, working with our partners and offices on the ground, distributing aid in
an effective, efficient, and transparent manner to make a lasting difference to the commu-
nities we work with. We are dedicated to tackling the root causes of poverty, supporting
people over long-term periods, and creating sustainable development opportunities for
communities all around the world.

Alhamdulillah, with the support of our donors, Muslim Hands have been helping
to preserve the Blessed Masjid Al-Agsa for over a decade inspired by the Ahadith
encouraging us to send oil for its lamps!

Paving Stones (2008, 2010)

MUSLIM
HANDS
WORK
AT THE
BLESSED

MASJID
AL-AQSA

Public Announcement System — Updating (2008)

Wudu Areas and Washrooms Renovation (2008, 2010, 2020)
Extensive Outdoor Lighting (2016 - 2018)

Extensive Outdoor Lighting (2016 - 2018)

Interior Lighting of Qibali Masjid (2018-2021)

Interior Lighting of Dome of the Rock Masjid (starting 2021)
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“The Masjids of Allah are only built and visited by those
who believe in Allah and the Last Day and establish prayer
and give Zakat and do not fear except Allah, for it is expected
that those will be of the [rightly] guided.”

[The Noble Qur’an, 9:18]

Donate securely at

muslimhands.org.uk | 0115 911 7222
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